TBPELS has developed this easy-to-
use flowchart for guidance to help you
determine if a Professional Engineer is
required when a Texas project involves
the design, erection, construction,
enlargement, alteration, repair of,

or the creation of plans and specs

for a building. Use this one-page
diagram to make sure your project

is in compliance with the Texas
Engineering Practice Act.

It is a great reference for engineers,
owners, plan reviewers and city

and county officials.

The mission of the Texas Board of Professional Engi-
neers and Land Surveyors (TBPELS) is to protect the
health, safety, and welfare of the people of Texas through
the licensure and registration of qualified individuals as
professional engineers and land surveyors, compliance
with applicable laws and rules, and education about
engineering and land surveying.

With over 71,000 licensed Professional Engineers, more
than 11,000 Registered Engineering Firms, over 2,800
Registered Professional Land Surveyors, 60 Licensed
State Land Surveyors and over 1,300 Registered Survey-
ing Firms as of July 2022, TBPELS helps ensure that
engineering and surveying projects in Texas are designed
and built safely by competent and qualified professionals.

TBPELS outreach programs educate the public, en-
gineering and surveying students, cities, counties, and
governmental agencies about engineering and surveying
requirements, ethics, and proper professional practice.

As an award-winning state agency, TBPELS leads the
way in good government practices, employing highly
skilled staff and developing high quality, innovative
technologies and processes to meet its mission efficiently
and effectively.

The Texas Board of Professional Engineers and Land
Surveyors is committed to protecting the public of the
great state of Texas now and into the future.
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When is a Professional Engineer required on a project?

PUBLIC
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PROJECT*

COMMERCIAL
& PRIVATE
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Is It One
Story?

Exl.S

Texas Board of Professional
Engineers and Land Surveyors

Is It Over

8 Units?

*see § 1001.053,
1001.402 & 1001.407

*
see § 1001.056 Is It Two Is It Over

Stories? 4 Units?

Licensed P.E.
NOT Required

Is Electrical

NO or M.echar!ical YES

Engineering
Involved?

Is It Over

Two ‘ : ]
Stories? Engage Licensed Professional

Engineers for the Engineering
Designs of Structural, Civil,
. Electrical and Mechanical
Is This a (Heating, Ventilating Air
Private Conditioning and Plumbing) or
Dwelling or a any Other Systems as Appropriate.
Farmora (The Supervision of the
Ranch? Engineering Construction is
Optional)

Will Expenses

for Completed for Completed

Project Exceed Project Exceed
$20,000? $8,000?

Will Expenses

Buildings
Over One
Story?

Is It Over
5000 Sq Ft
Floor
Area?

Licensed P.E.
NOT Required

Licensed P.E.
NOT Required

Engage Licensed
Professional Engineers
for Structural, Civil or
Applicable Engineering
Designs as Well as
Supervising the
Engineering Construction.

Engage Licensed
Professional Engineers
for All Engineering Designs
as Well as Supervising
the Engineering
Construction.

Engage Licensed Professional
Does It Engineers for the Engineering
Have a Span Designs of all Span Support
>24 Ft? Members, Including the
Foundation.

This flowchart is intended for guidance purposes only and the Texas
Engineering Practice Act and Rules govern final interpretation. Local
codes and ordinances may be more restrictive as long as not in conflict
with the Texas Engineering Practice Act and Rules.

Visit https://pels.texas.gov/lawrules for a copy of the Texas Engineering
Practice Act and Board Rules and download this diagram.




